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1st Annual Farmworker
Advocacy Day 

More than 300 Farmworkers attended the 1st Annual Farmworker
Advocacy Day in Sacramento on February 26, 2020. Farmworkers
from the Central Valley had the opportunity to speak to their
Representatives about their community needs, but also current policies
affecting their quality of life. According to Hernan Hernandez,
Executive Director of CFF, “The goal of the trip was to bring awareness
to the needs of Farmworkers and their families while educating
Representatives on issues affecting today’s Farmworkers.” The 1st
Annual Farmworker Advocacy Day event counted with the participation
of Farmworkers from the following counties: Kern, Tulare, Fresno,
Madera, and Stanislaus. Assemblymember Devon Mathis and Senator
Anna Caballero welcomed the group by providing remarks at the
event’s press conference.
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Introduction
of SB 1103

The California Farmworker Foundation and GRACE

are partnering with Senator Melissa Hurtado to

introduce SB 1103, which creates a pathway to

employment for displaced Farmworkers in the Central

Valley by establishing a competitive workforce

development grant program. According to Hernan

Hernandez, " We are very excited to work with

Senator Melissa Hurtado to provide Farmworkers

with a pathway to continue their education."

Board Member
Spotlight: 
Luis Katsurayama
 Luis was born and raised in Yuma, Arizona, but

spent most of his time working in farms

throughout the State of Sonora, Mexico. Luis's

dedicated his time in Sonora by working on his

family's farm, where his family would grow and

sell squash to Japan. After graduating from

High School, Luis went to college in Yuma and

then began working for a Hispanic media

company as a Marketing Manager. In 2000,

Luis went back to his roots and started his own

business as an independent distributor and

broker of leafy greens. In 2014, Luis joined

Jasmine Vineyards, where he oversees the

farming and post-harvest operations for the

company. Luis currently lives in Temecula with

his wife Gina, his daughter Isabella, and his

dog, Nico, the Labrador.

.

Executive Director Hernan Hernandez said

Katsurayama's work has been essential in

empowering Farmworkers to become aware of

current policies affecting their quality of life.

"Currently, Luis plays a critical part in the

organization, as he is in charge of growing our

relationships among Farmworkers, but also

Elected Officials. We are very excited to have

Luis as a Board Member, and we look forward

to our continued partnership," said Hernandez
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2020 Champions

Women's Division

1st place: Veronica Gonzalez, Four-Star Fruit.

2nd place: Sonia Arredondo, Jasmine Vineyards. 

3rd place: Marisol Lopez, Fowler Packing. 

 

Men's Division

1st place: Omar Meza, Fowler Packing.

2nd place: Victor Cervantes, Jasmine Vineyards. 

3rd place: Jesus Sanchez, Jasmine Vineyards. 

 

The winners of each division took home $1000 for 1st

place, $750 for 2nd, and $500 for 3rd place.

2020 Central Valley
Pruning Contest

DELANO, CA (January 25, 2020) – California

Farmworker Foundation (CFF) held its 2nd Annual

Central Valley Pruning Competition at Grapery in

Shafter, California. The contestants were judged on

quality, safety, speed, and knowledge of the vineyards

by judges from the University of California, and a

representative of Sutter Homes Family Vineyards. More

than 75 Farmworkers participated in the pruning

competition, and nearly 300 community members from

Kern, Fresno, Tulare, and Madera County attended the

event. "This year's competition was more competitive

than last year. In the final round, 1 point determined who

would place in the top 3 and who would not," said Ashraf

El-kereamy of University of California, Riverside, and a

judge of the 2nd competition.



Women
Empowerment

CFF continues to invest in empowering women

Farmworkers by providing women and their

children with the opportunities to enroll in free self-

defense classes throughout the Central Valley.

CFF's Self Defense Program provides women with

an arsenal of physical and mental strategies to

prepare them to defend themselves and their

loved ones. CFF's next women’s self-defense

class will take place on Saturday, March 14th,

from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm, at Haven Drive Middle

School in Arvin, CA.

Dia de la Familia
comes to Mecca 

and Madera

CFF is proud to announce the selection of Mecca

and Madera, as the two new communities that will

host their 1st Annual Día de la Familia. Día de La

Familia is a one-day event celebrating Farmworkers

and their families with a day of entertainment, kid's

activities, food, and educational information provided

by community organizations. This year's selected

communities also include Arvin, Delano, and Parlier.

Last year, Día de la Familia events in the Central

Valley drew more than 8,000 Farmworkers.
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Ways to Give: 

Make checks payable to California Farmworker

Foundation and mail to: P.O. Box 1342, Delano CA, 93216

Phone: 661-778-0015 (M-F, 8 am - 5 pm)

Online: https://donorbox.org/california-farmworker-

foundation

 

CFF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

(Tax Deductible Organization) 

Tax ID: 81-3960575

 

Message from Executive Director:
Hernan Hernandez
 As we begin the year, I would like to thank all the

individuals, organizations, and companies, who

continue to believe in the mission of CFF. If it

weren't for your continued to support, the

organization would not be where it is today. CFF

has become an organization that continues to

empower Farmworkers on a day-to-day basis while

providing much need services to improve the quality

of life of Farm-working communities in the Central

Valley. Our ability to create meaningful relationships

with Farmworkers has allowed us to continue to be

a voice for Farmworkers and their families. A recent

example of our success can be seen in the more

than 300 Farmworkers who joined us in

Sacramento. On that day, all CFF buses we're filled

with Farmworkers who volunteered to attend the

event so that their voices can be heard by elected

officials. Last week's Farmworker turn-out

demonstrated the impact that we have had in

Farmworkers for the past three years.

As we moved forward, we will continue to

build our core groups of Farmworkers so

they can be at the forefront of policies

affecting Farmworkers today. Always

remember that this group is a product of

your support and your belief in our

mission. Once again, thank you for your

continued support.


