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On May 14th, 2020, CFF member Alma from Sanger, CA,
testified remotely from the fields of Madera County before the
Labor Committee in support of Melissa Hurtado's SB-1103.
Joining Alma on the call to testify in support of SB-1103 were
representatives from the following organizations: GRACE, End
Child Poverty California, and the California Opportunity Youth
Network. SB-1103 would make grants of up to $5,000 per low-
income workforce participant per year to help individuals
complete workforce development training programs. SB-1103
would also require the Workforce Development Board to develop
additional high road training program partnerships to help address
the displacement of workers in the Central Valley, including
Farmworkers, disconnected youth, and youth-at-risk of
disconnection. 
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Farmworker Testimonial 

"The mobile health clinic stopped showing up to my
community after the County issued a shelter in place
order. I lost access to my primary care doctor
because I depended on the mobile health clinic for my
immediate medical needs. I am very thankful for
CFF's virtual health clinic. The virtual clinic allowed
me to talk to a doctor who spoke my language and
provided me with access to healthcare, which is very
important during these times." - Karina 
 

CFF Launches COVID-19 
Farmworker Initiatives
 

Increase food distributions to combat food

insecurity in farm-working communities.

Create a Coronavirus Farmworker emergency

fund to provide relief to Farmworkers.

Provide virtual medical consultations for

Farmworkers who suffer from chronic diseases

and respiratory illnesses.

Open a Coronavirus hotline for Farmworkers to

provide information and support.

Develop and distribute educational materials on

Coronavirus at Farmworker worksites and

communities.

Survey Farmworkers on the Impacts of

Coronavirus to implement public health

campaigns in Farmworker worksites and

communities.

CFF, in partnership with agricultural companies and

healthcare organizations throughout California, has

announced the following social and public health

initiatives for Farmworkers:

Partner with agricultural companies

throughout California to provide on-

site education and awareness of

Coronavirus.

According to the Executive Director of

CFF, Hernan Hernandez, "In times of

crisis, we want Farmworkers to know that

CFF will continue to support them with

valuable resources."
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Rudy Salas Joins 

CFF's Mother's Day
Celebrations

The California Farmworker Foundation hosted it's
second annual Mother's Day Celebration on May 8th,
2020. CFF celebrated Mother's Day by delivering
hundreds of lunches to Farm-working mothers
throughout the Central Valley. Assemblymember Rudy
Salas joined CFF in celebrating Farm-working women
by attending one of their luncheons in Arvin, CA. On
that day, Assembly-member Salas acknowledged
Farmworker contributions to California, while thanking
Farmworkers for their continued work. 
 

Meet The Founder
& Chairman Of CFF: 
Joe Garcia
 In 2017, Joe founded the California Farmworker

Foundation (CFF) along with a small group of

individuals who work in the agricultural community.

The Foundation was created to establish an

infrastructure to function as a bridge that workers

can use to improve their lives. Joe owns Jaguar

Labor Contracting and employs crews throughout

California who cultivates and harvest fresh fruits and

vegetables. Joe explained that the core purpose of

the Foundation is to empower Farmworkers. It is not

about what the Foundation’s leadership “thinks” is

best, but it’s the Farmworkers’ ideas and needs that

drive the agenda. CFF’s model is to go to the

vineyards, orchards, and ranches, and ask the

workers directly, “what do you need help with?” It is

that feedback that is the guiding force behind the

Foundation. In three years, the membership has

grown to approximately 5,000 workers in the San

Joaquin Valley. With the Foundation in place,

 

 Joe sees membership growth as the next step.

"They are standing together, now it is about growing

as a collective voice for the state's Farmworkers,"

said Joe. In the first three years of the Foundation's

existence, immediate needs have been addressed,

but there are deep, systemic needs as Farmworkers

struggle to keep food on the table and a roof over

their head. According to Joe, "The greater need is to

bring resources into the communities to address the

fundamental needs of the people who live there."
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Anna Caballero Joins 
CFF's PPE Distribution 

CFF partnered with Senator Anna Caballero to

deliver PPE equipment to Farmworkers in Madera

County. Food boxes provided by the Central

Valley Community Food Bank accompanied the

distribution of PPE equipment for Farmworkers.

According to CFF's Executive Director, Hernan

Hernandez, "The event is part of our COVID-19

Initiatives, which seeks to provide Farmworkers

with the necessary tools needed to continue

working in a safe environment." 

200,000 Face Masks 
For Farmworkers

The California Farmworker Foundation began distributing

thousands of face masks to Farmworkers via the

organization's Ambassador Program. The companies

involved were pleased to have received the PPE gear for

their employees, and have expressed their gratitude to CFF.

"We are very thankful to the Foundation for providing face

masks to our employees, and for always keeping us in mind

for their outreach to Farmworkers, said Anna Vicky,

Ambassador for Giumarra Vineyards. According to Hernan

Hernandez, Executive Director of CFF, "In the next four

weeks, we will complete our distribution of more than

200,000 face masks to Farmworkers in the Central Valley. It

is crucial for Farmworkers to have access to PPE equipment

at their worksite but also in their community." CFF has also

provided Farmworkers with hand sanitizers and face shields

during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Making A Presence In
The Coachella Valley

CFF joined Growing Coachella Valley and
Riverside County Supervisor Victor Perez's
office in the first annual GROWCHELLA, which
was a week-long event celebrating and
recognizing the importance of Agriculture in the
State. In partnership with the mentioned
partners, CFF joined the festivities by helping
in distributing meals and essential bags to
Farmworkers in the Coachella Valley.
According to Shayra Hernandez, Field
Representative for Supervisor Victor Perez's
office, "I am excited for CFF to have a
presence in the Coachella Valley. We are very
impressed with their work, and we look forward
to our continued partnership." CFF also
announced a COVID-19 Farmworker relief
fund only for Coachella Valley Farmworkers.
 

Combating Food
Insecurity In The
Central Valley
To bridge the accessibility gap and combat food

insecurity in the Central Valley. A few years ago,

CFF started to send food directly to farm-working

crews in the Central Valley. Thanks to this

initiative, Farmworkers have the opportunity to

receive food at their worksites, along with healthy

recipes. In the last eight weeks, more than 50,000

pounds of fresh food has been delivered to Farm-

working crews.
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Utilizing Data To
Help Farmworkers

CFF, in partnership with Komoto Family
Foundation, launched an outreach effort to
learn more about the challenges posed by
COVID-19 on Filipino and Latino
Farmworkers. The field outreach provided
CFF with an opportunity to learn about the
effects of COVID-19 on both groups, but also
to share information and resources available
in their communities. In the upcoming weeks,
CFF will continue to capture data with Komoto
Family Foundation to better the lives of
Farmworkers in the Central Valley.
 

COVID-19
Farmworker Survey

COVID-19 continues to affect the daily lives of

Farmworkers and their families. CFF continues to

monitor the crises on the ground by conducting surveys

to learn more about the effects of COVID-19 and to

implement programs and services that directly impact the

lives of Farmworkers. In early June, CFF concluded it's

3rd survey in the following counties: Fresno, Madera, and

Tulare. A key finding of the survey was that close to 53%

of Farmworkers are afraid to go to the Doctor. Also worth

noting, close to 90% of Farmworkers surveyed wrote that

they had received COVID-19 information from their

employer. For more information on the survey, please

click on the following link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-QQ6Y76BF7/
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Cafe Con
Campesinos
 On June 4th, 2020, CFF partnered with the
Delano Police Department (DPD) to hosts
its second annual event called "Cafe con
Campesinos" in Delano, CA. Café Con
Campesinos brings Police Officers and
Farmworkers together – over coffee – to
discuss issues and learn more about each
other. As a sign of appreciation to
Farmworkers, police officers turned on their
sirens when entering the fields. According
to DPD Chief Roberto Nevarez, "We want
Farmworkers to know that we are here to
say thank you, but also to reaffirm our
commitment to the community." The event
allowed Farmworkers to discuss topics of
interest and to learn more about the
officer's daily work. Cafe con Campesinos
was also featured on all national Univision
News platforms, and as of today, the report
has more than 500,000 views. 
 

 Devon Mathis Helps 
In CFF's Food Drive

Assemblymember Devon Mathis and Tulare

County Supervisor Kyle Crocker assisted in CFF's

first food distribution in Strathmore, CA. The food

distribution is part of CFF's efforts to increase food

drives during the COVID-19 pandemic. According

to Executive Director, Hernan Hernandez, "We

have decided to add Earlimart, Five Points,

Kerman, Pixley, and Strathmore, to the

communities we served because of the growing

needs of Farmworkers in the Central Valley."
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Ways To Give: 
Make checks payable to California Farmworker

Foundation and mail to: P.O. Box 1342, Delano CA, 93216

Phone: 661-778-0015 (M-F, 8 am - 5 pm)

Online: https://donorbox.org/california-farmworker-

foundation

 

CFF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

(Tax Deductible Organization) 

Tax ID: 81-3960575

 

Message From Executive Director:
Hernan Hernandez
 In the past three months, the California

Farmworker Foundation has expanded its

presence throughout California by continuing to

develop innovative programs and services that

directly impact Farmworkers' lives. Our work has

been highlighted by the community, elected

officials, government entities, non-profits, and

press. More importantly, our work has and

continues to be supported by Farmworkers. As

many organizations shut their doors in early

March, CFF decided to continue operating during

the pandemic, as the needs of Farmworkers

increased dramatically. After listening to

Farmworkers on the ground, we focused on

initiatives that brought immediate relief to

Farmworker's needs. Today, thousands of

Farmworkers have benefited from our COVID-19

Initiatives. Whether it's providing healthcare in

rural communities or combating food insecurity,

our work continues to impact the lives of one of

the most vulnerable populations in
California. As we continue our work in
farm-working communities, I would like to
remind you of the importance of donating
to CFF. Today, more than ever, your
donation can impact the lives of
Farmworkers. Any contribution to CFF is
highly appreciated and will go a long way
in bringing much-needed resources to
Farmworkers. 
 


